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CLAIMS: 



/ / 1 • ^ a methodof delivering an analgesic drug selected from the 

/group consisting of fenta^alts and sufentanil salts through a body surface 
Y\/ by electrotransport from an ele^qtransport delivery device having a donor 
( s reservoir containing an at least partJa^aqueous solution of a fentanyl salt or 
a sufentanil salt, the improvement comprferqg maintaining the concentration 
of the salt in solution above a level at which theelectrotransport flux of the 
drug is dependent on the concentration of the drugNjalt in the solution, 
substantially throughout the analgesic drug electrotrans>Qrt delivery period. 



The method of claim 1 , whepeln the drug is a fentahyl salt^frcb 
Wof-the-fe n t anyl saltjti^hc so lu t i on is maintainor! -abov e- 




3. Tbefyiethod of claim 1 , wherein the drug is a fentanyl salt and 
the concentratpW^ fentanyl salt in the solution is maintained above 
15 ^-aboolrl^-TTTMr ^-^^^ 



4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the donor reservoir comprises 
a hydrogel containing an aqueous fentanyl salt solution, the solution having 
a fentanyl concentration above aboufVmg/mL of water in the hydrogel. 

The method of claim 1 , wKerein the drug is a sufentanil salU^ 
teefrtfati on of the sufcrrt anTsalt in the solution is-ma4frtawed 




6. The. method of claim 1, wherein the donor reservoir comprises 
a hydrogel containifesan aqueous sufentanil salt solution, the solution having 
a sufentanil concenlrati^bove about 1 mg/mL of water in the hydrogel. 
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7. The method of claim 1 , ^herein the body surface is intact skin. 

8. The method of claim 1 , whejpeln the body surface is intact 
human skin. 

9. The methodVclaim 1 , wj)£<rein the electrotransport flux of the 
jnalgesic drug is substantially>^poj<ional to a level of electrotransport 
current applied by the delivery devic^during the electrotransport drug 
delivery. 

10. In an ele^transport device for delivering an analgesic drug 
-^selected from the group coning of fentanyl salts and sufentanil salts 

through a body surface by electfetcansport, the device having a donor 
reservoir containing an at least partia^aqueous solution of a fentanyl salt or 
a sufentanil salt, the improvement compris^ngthe reservoir containing a 
loading of the analgesic drug salt which is sufficient to maintain the 
concentration of the drug salt in solution above a le^lat which the 
electrotransport flux of the drug is dependent on the eventration of the 
drug salt in the solution, substantially throughout the analgesl 
electrotransport delivery period. 



The device of claim 10,/herein the drug is a fentanyl salj^fid- 
are^sei^v^^ of fcn tenyt- sa l t which ib bu fficieRMo^iidiiilaiiT 

the^eofw*nti Uo>^ fe n tany l sa l t in t h e s o lut i on auuva abeut44-toy^ 

^evice of claim 10, Wherein the drug is a fentanyl sattan^^ 
the reservoir corjtaln^^ading of fe/tanyl salt which is-syffkaerrt^ 
the concentratiorWhefeiqtanyl salt in the solution above about 16 mM. 
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13. The device of claim 10, whepein the donor reservoir comprises 
a hydrogel containing an aqueous fentrfnyl salt solution, the solution having 
a fentanyl concentration above about/fmg/mL of water in the hydrogel. 

The device of claim 10, wherein the drug is a sufentanil salt, 
■sef Uai iu i u l oading of (sufe n tanil ca l t whi c h io sufficient t n- 




> nccntrat i on eHhtrs ufe nl a i i il s a l t in th s-su lu l i u n above -abotrt 



1 \n The device of claim 10, vif ^ n the donor reservoir com P rises 

a hydroge^ontaining an aqueous sufentanil salt solution, the solution having 
a sufentanVeo^centration above about 1 mg/mL of water in the hydrogel. 




of claim 10, therein the device^jis-adapted-te-be- 



18. The device of clai 
analgesic drug is substantially pn 
current applied by the delivery dev*! 
delivery. 




The device of claim 10 ^herein the device^ie-adapted-te-be 



/herein the electrotransport flux of the 
il to a level of electrotransport 
the electrotransport drug 



